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The Institute for Balkan Studies of the SASA –

our way to Europe

• Member of Monasterium Consortium since 2007

• Founding member of ICARUS 2008

• ENArC project partner 2010–2015

• CO:OP project partner 2014–2018 



Monasterium

Originaly informal association of public bodies of common interest: Originaly informal association of public bodies of common interest: 

mainly Central European archives and related institutions

Carried out by the Institute for the Research on Ecclesiastical Sources 

in St. Pölten

Main product: the web-portal Monasterium.Net with more than 

500.000 online charters related to the Middle Ages and the Early 

Modern Period 

Now a project within the ICARUS network



International Centre for Archival Research 

(ICARUS)
Established 2008 as an association under Austrian law to be a shared Established 2008 as an association under Austrian law to be a shared 

platform of European cultural institutions for the purpose of mutual 

support in archival issues and project management

Main activities:

Improving the communication between the institutions

Developing common strategies for making the written cultural 

heritage available

Supporting the institutions with administrative and financial issues

Providing funding possibilities



European Network on Archival Cooperation 

(ENArC)
A project submitted for the EU Culture Programme 2007-2013A project submitted for the EU Culture Programme 2007-2013

Overall duration: 01.11.2010 – 30.04.2015

Main goals:

Fostering and expanding of the already existing network of ICARUS

Continuous exchange of know-how and expiriences

Development of innovative technical standards for searching and 

processing historical sources

Digitisation activities of the participating partners



ENArC PARTNERS
Episcopal Archives St. Pölten (as the project coordinator)

State Archives of Bavaria, München

National Archives, PragNational Archives, Prag

Slovak National Archives, Bratislava

Archives of the Republic of Slovenia, Ljubljana

Hungarian National Archives, Budapest

Croatian State Archives, Zagreb

Budapest City Archives

The SASA Institute for Balkan Studies, Beograd

Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa

University Federico II, Napoli

University of Köln

International Centre for Archival Research (ICARUS), Wien

Subdirectorate of Archives, Spanish Ministry of Culture, Madrid

Associated partners:

Episcopal Archives, Passau

State Archives, Wien

Moravian Provincial Archives, Brünn



Main activities
corresponding the Culture Programme 2007-2013 objectives

Intercultural dialogue and mobility of people:

- Project meetings- Project meetings

- National workshops

- ENArC-Lectures

- Experts Exchange Programme

- Linking the Neighbourhood Programme

- Training programmes

Mobility of cultural objects

- Digitisation and indexing activities

- Integration of digital content in existing online portals (ex. Monasterium.Net)

- Development of collaborative internet tools



National workshops

Hosted by one partner of each country in order to make the project Hosted by one partner of each country in order to make the project 

and its results known among experts within the individual countries 

and to take an appraisal of national activities in the area of digital 

processing of archival records

The Serbian national workshop in Belgrade was held in Sept 2012

The Bulgarian national workshop – in full swing!



ENArC-Lectures

Being organized each by different partner, ENArC-Lectures should Being organized each by different partner, ENArC-Lectures should 

focus on a certain topic related to archival research and the 

challenges of IT; it is proposed to always choose a speaker from 

another country

The ENArC-Lecture in Belgrade took place in October 2012 and was 

held by Georg Vogeler (Graz) about the aspects of digital diplomatics



Experts Exchange Programme

The programme coordinated by ICARUS, carried out in cooperation The programme coordinated by ICARUS, carried out in cooperation 

with the Moravian Regional Archive (as associated partner), should 

allow experts from participating institutions to work in other 

countries for a certain period of time (3-4 weeks)

A great opportunity for the researchers of the Institute for Balkan 

Studies to get an easy access to the Serbian charters being preserved 

in the archives of the participating countries and, on the other side, 

to welcome all interested colleagues from abroad



Linking the Neighbourhood Programme

In order to systematically expand the network, several partners are called In order to systematically expand the network, several partners are called 

upon to make the project known in their neighbouring country and to win 

local institutions to join ICARUS

Being involved in given programme, the Institute for Balkan Studies  

established an institutional cooperation with the Institute for Literature of 

the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, which also became ICARUS member. A 

plan to create a virtual archive of Bulgarian medieval charters is realised and 

will be presented within this workshop



Digitisation activities

• Designing the data collection and analysis of Serbian 

medieval charters, being preserved all over Europemedieval charters, being preserved all over Europe

• Ensuring the inplementation of the digital content into the 

portal Monasterium.Net

• Creating a virtual archive of Bulgarian medieval charters in 

cooperation with the LNP-partner, the Institute for 

Literature of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences



Dubrovnik 209

Serbia 18

Moscow 4

Debrecen 2

Vienna 2

Zagreb 11

Budapest 19

Bratislava 2

Paris 1

Prague 1

Pecs 1

Dispersion of Serbian diplomatic material

New York 1

Athos 175

(Hilandar 98)

Istanbul 8

Montenegro 17

Sofia 8

Meteora 7

Ioannina 1

Bari 1

Milano 2

Debrecen 2
Venice 30

Barcelona 1

Bucharest 1

Rome 3

Lesnovo 1

On Monasterium.Net 

Photos/scans obtained

Photos/scans partially obtained



Currently available collections

• Selected Serbian royal documents from the 14th century 

(Serbische Herrscherurkunden, 1306–88)

• Serbian Royal Documents at the State Archives in Dubrovnik 

(1186-1479)

• Serbian Charters in Archives of Hungary (1411-1481)



Serbische Herrscherurkunden (1306–88) 

• A test collection containing 18 documents of several rulers

• Document images of various quality (photos, book scans)

• Different archival provenance (Athos monasteries, 

Dubrovnik, Belgrade, Cetinje, Venice, Bari)

• Presentation format:

� document name (yyyymmdd – issuer)

� additional date information (byz, cca, taq/tpq, ?)

� abstract and diplomatic analysis (in German)

� full text of the existing editions (xml, CEI standard); Old 

Slavonic letters transcribed pursuant to the Unicode 

Standard 5.1, Cyrillic









Serbian Royal Documents at the 

State Archives in Dubrovnik



Collection data content
Includes 168 documents with 205 individual copies currently at the 

Dubrovnik Archives

Does not include documents originally from the Archives, now Does not include documents originally from the Archives, now 

preserved at other locations or lost

Presentation format
Document names as bearers of information

Abstract and diplomatic analysis (in English)

No full text transcriptions (yet)

Images (front, back, seal) as well-readable photos of 72 dpi





Dubrovnik collection – future prospects

Improvements of present form

– finding and processing “missed” documents– finding and processing “missed” documents

– processing Serbian non-royal documents (cca 40 items) 

– bringing images to Monasterium.net standard (300 dpi scans)

Full text xml transcriptions



Serbian chartersSerbian charters

in Archives of Hungary

(1411 – 1481)



Serbian Medieval Documents in Hungary

• 22 items located (use of MOL online database!)

• 19 in Budapest, Magyar Országos Levéltár

• 2 in Debrecen, Hajdú-Bihar Megyei Levéltár• 2 in Debrecen, Hajdú-Bihar Megyei Levéltár

• 1 in Pécs, Pécsi Püspöki Levéltár

• all documents from the 15th century (1411–1481)

• authors: despot Stefan Lazarevic (8), despot Djuradj Brankovic

(12) and his descendants (2)

• subjects: administration of the estates of Serbian rulers in 

Hungary; political issues

• language: Latin



Collection on Monasterium.net

Data content

All 22 documents with 23 individual copiesAll 22 documents with 23 individual copies

Presentation format

Abstract and diplomatic analysis (in English)

No full text transcriptions (yet)

Images (front, back, seal) as well-readable print screens (MOL database)







Further collections – work in progress

Documents of Serbian rulers in Archivio di Stato di Venezia

25 diplomatic units, mainly letters from 14th–15th Century 25 diplomatic units, mainly letters from 14th–15th Century 

(scans of high resolution obtained)

Medieval documents kept in Belgrade

15 items scattered in three institutions: Archives of Serbia, 

Museum of the SOC, Archives of the SASA

Documents of Serbian rulers in Mount Athos monasteries

175 documents, of which 98 in Hilandar



Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!

Благодаря за Вашето внимание!

www.balkaninstitut.com


